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since the Potker name is rare, it is possible to identify some of

the ancestors of the Johann poéotker who emigrated to Molotschna

with some degree of likelihood. The 1835 revision lists
ijdentifies his father as having also been named Johann.

His grandfather was probably Jacob Potker, listed in the 1772
Kontributionskataster in Klein Lunau (p- 83) and in contracts with
the city of culm (Kulm) as having rented land in Klein Lunau and

adjacent venedia (later merged with Klein Lunau) in 1772 (p- 97) .

A Jacob Bottcher is also shown in Klein Lunau in the 1776 special

census on p. 255 1in Karl-Heinz Ludwig, 2ur Besiedlung des

weichseldeltas durch die Mennoniten im rerritorium der stadt
Elbing und in der Okonomie Marienburg bis zur ilbernahme der
Gebiete durch PreuBen 1772 (Marburg/Lahn: Johann Gottfried Herder-
Institut, 1961) . However, I believe this must have peen the son
of the Jacob listed in 1770, since he is shown as having 1
daughter, but no sons, in 1776. The only other Béttcher in the
Kulm lowlands in 1776 (Abraham of schoneich or schoeneck) 1is also
shown as having only daughters. (The same 1ist is published in

alphabetical order in vol. 1 of Horst Penner, pie ost- und
westpreupische Mennoniten.)

This poses a puzzle. I have to assume that younger, single
brothers are not listed as gservants (Dienstboten) and therefore
not listed at all. There is no indication that they worked as

artisans.

Heinrich Potker is shown as having signed a 30-year rental contract

for land in Schoneich in 1730 (Wiebe, P- 97). He was probably the

common ancestor of all the Potkers who migrated to Molotschna. It
would seen logical, given the dates and other data we have, that
he would have peen the father of Jacob, presumed father of Johann,
known father of emigrant Johann, who was born in 1787, but there

could be a missing generation.

A1l the Ppotker heads of households listed in the 1835 Molotschna

revision, all their fathers, and all their sons pore one of only 4

names: Heinrich, Jacob, Johann and Gerhard. This convinces mé
that these inferences as to ancestry are on the right track,
although questions remain. None of the other male Potker names
appearing in the Kulm area in the 1700s are present among the
families in Molotschna, at least until 1835.

The first reference to someone with this surnanme in the general

area from where the Poetkers emigrated is to Abraham putger in

Montau (Schwetz) in 1605. In 1676 Elder Peter pottebacker from
Harlingen in Friesland visited Montau on the Vistula. Between
1715 and 1772 we see the nane in various records of the Kulm area
as Potger, pottker, Betcker, Botker, pottcher, petkier and
pytkier, with the first names Dirck, Heinrich, Jacob and IsaacC.

Endnote 1736: Most Mennonite Rempels can pe traced to 3
gchwenk felder families who were driven out of Silesia in the early

17008 and then lived in Hamburg for a short tinme, according to Dr.
H. (Horst? oOr typo for Glenn?) Penner, whose intuitions are
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